                                                             SYLLABUS                                              

LOS ANGELES PIERCE COLLEGE                                                                                                     
INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY, (SOC. 1)                                                                                                
Malcolm Potter, Instructor.                                  
Telephone:  (626) 577-9164                                                                                                                  
www.potterssociology.com

*************************SPRING SEMESTER 2012**********************

Class Meetings:   Section #0633 Tuesday & Thursday 12:45PM – 2:10PM
Location          :   BEH. 1310 Office hours will be 8:30AM – 9:30AM and 2:10PM - 2:30PM in  
                                  BEH 1306 Tuesday /Thursday

TEXTS:                SOCIETY, the basics (11th edition) by John J. Macionis.                                          
                             Professor Potter’s INTRODUCTORY SOCIOLOGY WORKBOOK
                             by Malcolm Potter.                                                                                                        

What will the student learn?

· The impact of Sociology as an academic discipline and its value to the everyday living of there lives.   Students will be able to explain and analyze the main theoretical and research perspectives in sociology and apply them to an array of social interest.                                                                                                    
· To critically consider existing and future social policies through the lens of the three main sociological paradigms, Structural-Functionalism, Social Conflict theory, and Symbolic-Interactionism.  Students will embody the qualities of an open-minded but critical thinker in the examination of sociological topics and problems, systems, and thinkers.                                                                                 
· To grasp a novitiate’s understanding of the essential terms, concept and theories of introductory sociology.  Students will develop an appreciation for what C. Wright Mills called the Sociological Imagination; that is the ability to situate his or her life in a social context and to understand the impact of social forces on the individual.                                                                                                     
· To acknowledge the empirical experience of knowing, because of Sociology, that life long learning is now a “given,” and that there is more to learn.


BASIS FOR EVALUATION:                          Class Attendance...........................10%            
                                                                             Individual Oral Presentation.........10%                                    
                                                                             Fall Midterm Exam…...................30%                           
                                                                             Semester Class Paper*..................10%                                         
                                                                             Semester Final Exam.....................40%                           
                                                                                                                      Total    100%   


* Spring semester class paper will be minimum three-page (3) paper, double spaced, size    
   12 font or smaller, on a question formulated by the instructor for you to demonstrate 
   your knowledge and application of the Sociology you have learned this semester.                                                                                                                                                           

SEMESTERS’ WEEKLY READING ASSIGNMENTS:

1.       02/07      First day of class.                      
                         Read all of chapter one, PP. 2 - 33

2.       02/14      Oral Presentation(s) or Assignments.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                        
3.       02/21       Read all of chapter two, PP. 40 - 64                                                                
          
4.       02/28       Oral Presentation(s) or Assignments.                                                                                 

5.       03/06       Read chapter 3, Social Experience: Nature And
                                                    Nurture PP. 72 - 74                                                        
                                                    Understanding Socialization PP. 74 - 79                                           
                                                    Agents of Socialization PP. 79 - 84                                 
                                                    Socialization and the Life Course PP. 89-90
                                                    Resocialization:  Total Institutions PP. 90-91                                             

6.       03/13       Conclude all Oral Presentation(s) or Assignments.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                   
7.       03/20       Review for Midterm, Chapters 1,2,3, (45) multiple choice questions and 
                          one essay question.                                                                                                                          

8.       03/27       Practice term for midterm.                                                                                     
                          FALL MIDTERM EXAM “THURSDAY” MARCH 29, 2012.                                                                                                                                                                                            

9.       04/03      SPRING BREAK APRIL 2, THROUGH APRIL 9, 2012        

10.      04/10     Read Chapter 4, Social Structure, Status, Role, PP. 98 - 101                                                        
                         The Social Construction of Reality PP. 101- 105                                                                          
                          Dramaturgical Analysis PP. 105- 109                                                                    
                          Language: The Social Construction of Gender P. 112                                        
                          The Social Construction of Humor PP. 112 -115                                                            

11.     04/17       Read Chapter 5, Social Groups PP. 122 - 130                                                
                                                  Formal Organizations PP. 130 - 135                                                                
                                                  Origins of Formal Organizations P. 131  
                                                  Characteristics of Bureaucracy PP. 132- 135  
                                                  Problems of Bureaucracy PP. 134 - 135 
                                                  McDonaldization of Society PP. 138- 139                                       
                                                  The Evolution of Formal Organizations PP. 135-137

12.     04/24       Read Chapter 7, What is Deviance?  PP. 176- 178                                                                                  
                                                   The Functions of Deviance PP. 179 - 181                                                                
                                                   Labeling Deviance: Symbolic Interaction Analysis                                                        
                                                   PP. 181 – 185, Deviance and Inequality:  Social Conflict 
                                                   Analysis PP. 185- 186.  Deviance, Race, Gender and 
                                                   Crime PP. 187-195.  The U.S. Criminal Justice System 
                                                   PP. 195-201
                           *****ANNOUNCE CLASS PAPER QUESTION.

13.       05/01        Read Chapter 8, What Is Social Stratification PP. 206-216   
                                                      The Functions of Social Stratifications PP. 217-220                        

14.       05/08         Oral Presentation(s) or Assignments                                                                                                                       

15.       05/15         Read Chapter 10, Gender And Inequality PP. 276 - 279                                                 
                                                           Theoretical Analysis of Gender PP. 292- 294                                       
                                                            Feminism PP. 294- 297                                                          

16.        05/22         Complete all reading and oral presentations.                                                                                                                                      
                               Review for final exam.                                                                                                       
 
17.        05/31         FINAL EXAMINATION, 50 MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS,                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                               Chapters 4,5,7, part 8 and part of 10 and one essay question.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
                               ***** CLASS PAPER DUE, DAY OF FINAL EXAM, NO 
                   LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  *******************        
                                                                                                                                             
18.        06/04         END OF SEMESTER                                                     
                               
       COURSE GRADES WILL BE,  A, B, C, D, F

                                                        IMPORTANT                                         
                              DO NOT BE REPEATEDLY LATE FOR CLASS                     
                          TO BE CAUGHT CHEATING IS TO FAIL THE EXAM      
                   KEEP CELL PHONES AND DEVICES OFF & OUT OF SIGHT          
               EXCELLENT MANNERS ALWAYS MAKE A GOOD IMPRESSION                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                   Introductory Sociology is a fascinating college course that brings a heightened intellectual awareness to its students.  The course introduces the study of human beings in human society, individual and group behavior and the social self.  The instructor most sincerely hopes you enjoy the course.                                                                                                    
