                                                SYLLABUS                                                     

LOS ANGELES PIERCE COLLEGE                       
SOCIOLOGY 2, “AMERICAN SOCIAL PROBLEMS”    
Malcolm Potter, Instructor,                                        
(626) 577-9164                                                                                                                          
www.potterssociology.com

*************************SPRING SEMESTER 2012**********************

CLASS:           Section #0650---TUESDAY and THURSDAY 11:10AM – 12:35PM                             
LOCATION:   BEH. 1310, office hours are 8:30AM – 9:30AM and 2:10PM -2:30PM BEH 1306 
                              Tuesday/ Thursday.                                                                                                                   TEXT  :            SOCIAL PROBLEMS, (12th edition), by D. Stanley Eitzen/Maxine Baca Zinn                     

BASES FOR EVALUATION:                       Class Attendance............................10%                                
                                                                           Oral Presentation............................10%                             
                                                                         *Class Paper…………….…………10%
                                                                         *Midterm Examination.....................30%
                                                                         *Final Examination...........................40%                
                                                                                                                 TOTAL    100%                                                                                  

*Both the Midterm and the Final examination will be multiple choice questions and one essay question.  The class paper will be assigned by the professor within the first four or five classes and due the day of the class Midterm.  LATE PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.                                                                                                                                        

What will The Student Learn?                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

· The impact of Sociology as an academic discipline and its value to the everyday                  
      living of their lives.  Students will have the ability to analyze and evaluate how                                                                                                        
      the structure and institutions of American society lead to the emergence of  
      social  problems.
· To critically consider existing and future social problems through the lens of the three main sociological paradigms, Structural-Functionalism, Social Conflict Theory, and Symbolic-Interactionism and suggest possible social policy solutions.                                                                                           
· To grasp an undergraduates understanding of the essential terms, concepts and theories of Contemporary Social Problems.  Students will be able to apply what C. Wright Mills called the Sociological Imagination: that is the ability to situate her or his life in a social context and to understand the impact of the social forces on the individual and vice versa.                                                                                                                                                                 
· To acknowledge the empirical experience of knowing that because of Sociology life long learning is now a “given” and that there is more to learn.


SEMESTERS’ WEEKLY READING ASSIGNMENTS:       

 1.     02/07     Review some sociology fundamentals.                                                                                                                                                                             
                 Read all of chapter one, important reading,   Person - Blame Approach, 
                                                                                               System - Blame Approach,
                                                                                               Deviance, Correct definition
                                                                                               of  Social Problems, C. W. 
                                                                                               Mills, Basic Unit of Analysis                      

2.       02/14     Complete reading assignment.  Oral Presentation(s)/ Assignments.                                                                                                                                   

3.       02/21     Read all of chapter two, important reading, Capitalism, Socialism, Karl 
                                                                                               Marx, Interlocking 
                                                                                               Directorates, Transnational                    
                                                                                               Corporations, The Bias of The 
                                                                                               Political System, Oligarchy.                                    

4.       02/28      Complete reading assignment.  Oral Presentation(s)/ Assignments.                                                                                                                                                                 

5.       03/06      Read all of chapter three, important reading,  Demographic Transition                    
                                                                                                  Theory, Family Planning 
                                                                                                  and Societal Change, 
                                                                                                  Absolute Poverty, Food and
                                                                                                  Hunger, Sickness and 
                                                                                                  Disease, Transnational
                                                                                                  Corporations, Corporate 
                                                                                                  Dumping.                                                
                                                                                                                                                      
6.      03/13       Complete reading assignment.  Oral Presentation(s)/Assignments.                                                                                                                        

7.      03/20       Review for Midterm examination, 45 multiple questions and 1 essay   
                         Question.  Chapters 1,2,3.  Practice test before the midterm.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

8.       03/27      Practice test for Midterm                                          
                         ***MIDTERM***THURSDAY MARCH 29, 2012                
                        *CLASS PAPER DUE AT TIME OF EXAMINATION.
                          NO LATE PAPERS ACCEPTED.

9.      04/03       SPRING BREAK APRIL 2, THROUGH APRIL 9, 2012

10.    04/10      Chapter 6 read the following:  Disinvestment, Urban Poverty, Urban 
                                                                            Housing Crisis, Other Environmental 
                                                                            Threats to the Central City, Health and  
                                                                            Health Care, Crime, Drugs and Gangs,
                                                                            Suburban Problems, Suburban Sprawl.                                        

11.    04/17       Complete reading assignment. Oral Presentation(s)/Assignments

12.    04/24       Chapter 7 read the following:   Extent of Poverty, Gender, The New 
                                                                            Poor, The Working Poor, The Near Poor, 
                                                                            The Severely Poor, Welfare Dependency, 
                                                                            The Poor Get Special Advantages,                            
                                                                            Deficiency Theory I, Deficiency Theory 2                                                                            
                                                                            Structural Theories.                                                            

13.     05/01       Complete reading assignment.  Oral Presentation(s)/Assignments.

14.     05/08       Chapters 8&9, read the following:  Chapter 8, How To Think About 
                                                                            Racial & Ethnic Inequality, Racial & 
                                                                            Ethnic Minorities, Racial Categories, 1
                                                                            Explanation of Racial & Ethnic Inequality
                                                                            Structural Discrimination Theories.                       
                                                                            Chapter 9, Women & Men Are 
                                                                            Differentiated and Ranked, Gender & 
                                                                            Power, Socialization vs. Structure, 
                                                                            Occupational Distribution, Pay Equity, 
                                                                            How Workplace Inequality Operates.                                                     

15.     05/15       Chapter 10, read the following: Social Deviance, Gay & Lesbian
                                                                              Community, Ideological Approach,
                                                                              Fighting The System.

16.     05/22        Begin review for final examination.
                                                                                                         
17.     05/29        FINAL EXAMINATION Chapters  6, 7, 8, 9, 10, (50) multiple choice 
                           questions and 1 essay question.                                                                                                 

18.     06/04        END OF SEMESTER

                           COURSE GRADES WILL BE,  A, B, C, D, F                                                                                                               
                                                
IMPORTANT
Do not be repeatedly late for class.
                                      To be caught cheating is to fail the exam.   
                        Keep cell phones, DVD players off & preferably out of sight.   
                              Excellent manners always make a good impression         

        Sociological explanations for social problems will be discussed throughout this text.  “our overreaching goal in Social Problems, is to capture the imagination of our readers.  We want them not only to be interested in the topics but also to become enthusiastic about exploring the intricacies and mysteries of social life.”  Authors.                                                 

